Robert Joyce is an attorney residing in Boston, MA. He is a Roman Catholic but he is addressing the issue of abortion from a legal not a theological perspective. The questions he poses can be asked of all who support a pro-abortion or pro-choice position. If you find this of value print it out and pass it on for others to read.
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President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500

RE: QUINTESSENTIAL ISSUES OF LIFE AND LIBERTY

Dear President Obama,

I respectfully invite you to seriously consider the following questions and comments which deal with a most substantial and controversial modern issue concerning American life and liberty.  For reasons stated, I urge you, in both intellectual and practical service to your fellow Americans, to respond promptly and in writing to the questions and comments presented herein.

President Obama, in connection with an embryo that has developed as a result of the fertilization of a human female egg cell by a human male sperm cell, will you please answer the following questions:

1. From a scientific point of view, is such an embryo new?

2. From a scientific point of view, is such an embryo unique? 

3. From a scientific point of view, is such an embryo developing?

4. From a scientific point of view, is such an embryo human?

5. From a scientific point of view, is such an embryo alive?

I suggest that, from a purely scientific point of view, the answer to each of these five questions is clearly “yes.”  Because of this, it is essential that two additional, but non-scientific, questions must be asked. 
The first non-scientific question is, “Is this live, new, unique, human, developing being innocent?” Unless one claims that cognition is a prerequisite for innocence or guilt, the answer must also clearly be “yes.” Even one who claims such a prerequisite would have to admit that this live, new, unique, human, developing being is at least non-culpable (i.e., not blameworthy).

The second non-scientific question is, “By what authority can one person legitimize the termination of an innocent (or at least non-culpable), live, new, unique, human, developing being?”  I suggest that it is certainly not by the principles upon which America was founded, nor by the Abrahamic traditions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Indeed, I assert that the only so-called authority which can claim a so-called right to terminate such an innocent (or at least non-culpable), live, new, unique, human, developing being is the authority of oppression.

President Obama, both as a responsible person and as an attorney, you understand the importance of interrogation and response. In light thereof, I request you to please publicly and clearly respond to each and every one of these questions and assertions. Please do not dodge any of them by asserting that they are above your pay grade. Please show the courage and intellectual honesty to inform the people, with specificity and in writing, whether you agree or disagree with each and every one of them. 
If your reflections and responses to these questions and assertions lead you to a pro-life conclusion, then please have the personal and political courage to proclaim that conclusion promptly and publicly. Your pro-life proclamation would likely save tens of thousands of lives which will otherwise be extinguished.  
Even absent a pro-life conversion, your complete written responses would enable those who will disagree with you to frame their retorts with acuity, and thereby advance reasoned dialogue on this critical social matter.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Very truly yours,

Robert W. Joyce

