NATIVITY ENCYCLICAL
Of

His Eminence, Ephraim, Metropolitan of Boston

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit

Some years ago, my beloved Orthodox Christians, I remember reading a remarkable article by a Jewish woman.  Although I am certain that this was not the article's intent, it actually set forth a very good reason why our Saviour became incarnate of the holy Virgin Mary!
The author began her article with a quotation from the Book of Exodus:

The Lord spake to Moses saying: Speak to the children of Israel, and take first-fruits from all who may be disposed in their heart to give…And thou shalt make Me a sanctuary, and I will appear among you.

Exodus 25:1-2, 8

"And I will appear among you." This is a prophecy of God's appearance among us in the flesh. However, our author goes on to record the following insights: After mankind's first fall, which we find recorded in the third chapter of Genesis, there came also a second fall, she writes, when the people of Israel fell down in worship of the golden calf. It was obvious, she continues, that mankind was incapable of living on the level of pure spirituality, without some physical object or representation to serve as the object of their worship. They needed something tangible. Because of man's weakness, there was a need to give material expression to God's presence.
But how was this to be accomplished? The Holy Scriptures ask this very question:

But will God indeed dwell with men upon the earth? The heaven and the heaven of heavens doth not suffice [to contain] Thee…

III Kingdoms 8:27

The heavens cannot contain God, and yet He was to dwell among men?

Yet, the Holy Scriptures are clear and unequivocal: "Out of Sion is the magnificence of His comeliness. God shall come visibly, yea, our God, and shall not keep silence" 
(Ps. 49: 2-3).

Because of man's fallen nature, it was necessary that God should come to us in some visible form. We had lost the spiritual sight we had in Paradise. Adam conversed openly with God there, but after the Fall, this ability was eclipsed.

In the proper time, God requested that the sanctuary be prepared for Him, not because He needed it, but because mankind needed it.
In like manner, when the fullness of time was come, the living sanctuary, the holy Theotokos, was prepared for the Lord God that He might dwell in her, so that God might appear among us visibly, materially,  as the Prophet David foretold.

In the preparation of the temple, the very best materials were used. Even so was this the case in the preparation of God's living temple: the all-immaculate and most chaste Virgin became his dwelling place.

Truly, as it says in the Psalms of David:

The Most High hath hallowed His tabernacle (Ps. 45:4).

St. Gregory Palamas adds the following thoughts in his homily, On the Entry into the Holy of Holies of our Most Pure Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-virgin Mary:

It was because of her, who was to become the Dwelling Place of God, that Moses in forevision framed that ancient tabernacle, and it was for her sake that he prepared the most sacred parts of the temple, being taught by God that they were foreordained for her. And because of their excellence he honored them with special names, depicting aforetime, one may say, both in word and deed the special and all-surpassing dignity she possessed from her very earliest childhood. Not only did the Virgin Maid of God actually take up her abode in the place which was most fitting for her, receiving as her portion the glory of a dwelling whose glory surpasses the merits of all other dwellings ― just as she herself surpassed all in the excellence of her disposition ― but she also clearly testified concerning the supreme mystery which was to come to pass in her.
As we see from sacred history and from the Lives of God's holy men and women, God's mercy is always flowing into the world, but we need a vessel to receive it. The Divinity, indeed, is uncreated, but the earthen vessel that receives it is created. How can the creature withstand and endure the Fire of the Divinity? How indeed? How can an earthly temple contain God? Only by God's grace. How can God be seen visibly among men? Only by God's condescension and by becoming incarnate of the pure Virgin.

This is the transcendent event that we celebrate today, my beloved. Let us, therefore, purify our senses that, with a pure heart, we may welcome the God Who became visible for our sakes. Amen.

Christ is born. Let us glorify Him!

Your fervent supplicant unto God,

Ephraim, Metropolitan
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